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A Psalm to Springtime Sun 
     O Sun of Spring wrap us all in your fiery lover’s 
embrace. Long enough has frosty Earth been host to 
winter’s cold. 
Like mourners at Lazarus’ wake, we shout with joy 
that Earth is free of her shroud of snow. 
     Obedient to her God, according to her primal 
pattern, she rises once again from winter’s grave, 
seeking her bright lover in gleaming sky. 
     O beautiful Springtime Sun, daily as Earth soaks up 
your warmth, call forth to resurrection all who sleep 
in  caves lingering half-awake in lifeless mud, all who 
await your quickening call. 
     May your caressing warmth, which brings green 
resurrection to the Earth, be a sacrament and sign, 
that I too shall be touched by fire, awakening from 
my earthen hibernation to live in endless light, in an 
Eternal Spring. 

May 13th is The feast of 
“The Ascension of the Lord.” 

  On this feast of the Ascension, our minds and hearts  
are lifted up in praise to you, O loving God. Like 
Francis, we are invited to “go up” in prayer, example, 
and contemplation.  May we raise up our hearts and 
minds to that which leads us to union with you and 
communion with our brothers and sisters, especially 
those who are poor and abandoned.  We ask this in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
---from Franciscan Morning and Evening Praise 

Sr Mary Ann Capizzo OSF, spiritual assistant 
 
 

Dream of Spoleto 

“Francis, is it better to serve the Lord or the servant?” 

    “Oh, sir, the Lord, of course.” 

    “Then, why are you trying to turn your Lord into a 

servant?” 

    And Francis, trembling in recognition, replied, 

“Lord, what doYou want me to do?” 

    “Go home, Francis, and think about your first vision.  

You have seen only the appearances and not the heart 

of glory and fame.  You are trying to make your vision 

fit your own impatient desire for knighthood.” 

    And Francis, shaken and fully awake, understood 

now that he had taken too much into his own hands.  

He realized that impatience had driven him to act too 

quickly and that he must wait and listen and purify his 

heart to hear deeper words than he had imagined.  He 

had tried to make God's will serve his own impatient 

desire for glory.  He had not really listened. 

    The road back to Assisi seemed to shake beneath 

him.  As a knightly figure returning home alone, he 

seemed to shout, “I am retreating,” for the world to 

hear.  But he didn't mind the quizzical looks and the 

scorn on the faces of the peasants who stared at him.  

Somehow that was how it should be now.  He should, 

in fact, be walking as they were, not sitting on a 

magnificent war horse. 

    He was returning to Assisi on the Roman Faminian 

Way.  The Roman legions had marched this same way, 

bold and confident of the power of Rome.  They 

stopped and drank from the sacred spring of Clitunno 

near Foligno.  They asked the water nymphs there to 

strengthen them in battle, to give them courage and 

victory. 

    As Francis passed that same clear pool of water, the 

dream of glory drained from his heart, and war and 

victory were empty words rattling in his brain.  He felt 

empty.  Something told him he was leaving the Roman 

way forever.   Francis the Journey and the Dream by 

Murray Bodo. 

  Reflection:  Am I trying to make my vision fit my 

own impatient desire for what I want?  Now is the time 

to listen. 

   Have a wonderful May.  Remember the yard sale on 

May 19.  Spread the word.                  

Janice Rybaski ofs, minister 

 

    Foligno [foˈliɲɲo] is an ancient town of Italy in the province of 
Perugia in east central Umbria, on the Topino river where it 
leaves the Apennines and enters the wide plain of the Clitunno 
river system. It is located 40 kilometres (25 miles) south-east of 
Perugia, 10 km (6 mi) north-north-west of Trevi and 6 km (4 mi) 
south of Spello. 
    Foligno is an important rail center and one of the most 
industrialized towns of Umbria. It was subjected to severe Allied 
bombing in World War II, which destroyed many buildings and 
explains its relatively modern appearance. It is one of the very 
few Umbrian cities that is not a hill town, being built on a plain first 

drained during Roman times. 
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
April 10, 2018 – St. Otto’s Conference Room – 5:00 PM 

  Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Sue 
Zenzen, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt and Sister 
Mary Ann Capizzo. 
  Minister Jan opened the meeting with prayers from The 
Ritual.  Sr. Mary Ann shared a meditation from “Jesus 
Calling”.  Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and 
approved as printed in The Herald.  Treasurer’s 
report:  Beginning balance 
March 13, 2018:   $757.48   
Receipts:  Common fund  $173.00 
India family          $8.00  
Interest            $.03 
Total     $181.03   
Ending bal April 10, 2018:        $938.51 
  Upcoming events:  *Saturday, April 21, Spring Retreat, 8:30 
AM to 3:00 PM at St. Francis Convent. $30 at the door. 
Speaker: Jim Flickinger of Amazon Relief. 
*Saturday, May 5, 80th Jubilee for Sister Lillian Kroll at St. 
Francis Convent. 
*Saturday, May 19, Yard sale fundraiser, 8:00 Am to 4:00 PM 
at the home of Kay Voegtle, 75 S. Main St., Pierz.  Set up 
Friday evening with tables and awning.  Janet will send a 
notice to the Morrison County Record and a bulletin 
announcement for area parishes. 
*Saturday, June 2 to Sunday June 3, Regional retreat at 
King’s House, Buffalo.  Jan and Kathy will attend. 
*Wednesday, July 18, Bingo at Nouis Place, 2:00 PM. 
*Thursday, September 27, Oasis Share a Meal, 5:00 PM. 
  Closing prayer from The Ritual at 5:45 PM. 
Minutes of the Gathering -6:00 PM – Hearthside Room – St. 
Otto’s.  Members present: Jan Rybaski, Sue Zenzen, Kathy 
Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, 
David Czech, Elvira Stumpf, Patty Commerford and Sister 
Mary Ann Capizzo.  Excused: Karen Gross and Pam 
Geyer.  Absent: Rita Vosen. 
  Following a bag lunch, Jan opened the meeting with 
prayers from The Ritual.  Sister Mary Ann shared a 
meditation from “Jesus Calling”.  Jan shared information 
from the council meeting.  April birthday, Beverly 
Nouis.  Sue Zenzen led Liturgy of the Hours.  Gospel 
readings from Sunday, April 15 were read and 
discussed.  Kathy read from the FUN manual finishing 
review of the Rule.  Closing prayers from The Ritual at 8 PM. 

Janet Berendt ofs, secretary 
 

Calendar of Events 
May 2018 
1st-St Joseph the Worker 
3rd-birthday- Ann Lochner 
Sts Philip & James 
8th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Patty Commerford 
Prayer-Franciscan Crown Rosary 
11th-profession anniversary-Rita Vosen 
13th-profession anniversary- Janet Berendt, Patty 
Commerford, Josephine Larson, Collette Peterson 
Mother’s Day       The Ascension of the Lord 
14th-St Matthias 
15th-St Isidore the Farmer 
17th-birthday-Doris Falk 
18th-St John I 
19th-Yard Sale fundraiser at Kay Voegtle’s in Pierz 
20th-Pentacost Sunday 
22nd-St Rita of Cascia 
25th-St Bede the Venerable 
27th-The Most Holy Trinity 
31st-The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
June 2018 
3rd-Feast of The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
5th-St Boniface 
8th-Feast of The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
9th-Feast of The Immaculate Heart of Mary 
11th-St Barnabas 
12th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S –POTLUCK 
Prayer leader-Kathy Hoffman Tax 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
profession anniversary-Leona Mattock 
13th-St Anthony of Padua 
14th-birthday-Charlotte VanRisseghem 
17th-Father’s Day 
18th-birthday-Sr Maurita Bernett 
19

th
-birthday-Leona Mattock 

24th-Feast of The Nativity of St John the Baptist 
29th-Sts Peter and Paul 
 

St Bede the Venerable was entrusted to the care of the abbot 

of the Monastery of St. Paul, Jarrow at an early age and was well 
educated.  From the time of his ordination to the priesthood at 
30—he had been ordained a deacon at 19—till his death, Bede 
was ever occupied with learning, writing, and teaching. Besides 
the many books that he copied, he composed 45 of his own, 
including 30 commentaries on books of the Bible. Although 
eagerly sought by kings and other notables, even Pope Sergius, 
Bede managed to remain in his own monastery until his death. 
Only once did he leave for a few months in order to teach in the 
school of the archbishop of York. Bede died in 735 praying his 
favorite prayer: “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit. As in the beginning, so now, and forever.” 

    St Boniface:  Named Winfrith by his well-to-
do English parents, Boniface was born probably near 
Exeter, Devon. As a boy, he studied in Benedictine 
monastery schools and became a monk himself in the 
process. For 30 years he lived in relative peace, 
studying, teaching, and praying. In his early 40s he left 
the seclusion of the monastery to do missionary work 
on the Continent. Because his first efforts in Frisia 
(now the Netherlands) were unsuccessful, Winfrith 
went to Rome in search of direction. Pope Gregory II 
renamed him Boniface, "doer of good," and delegated 
him to spread the gospel message in Germany. In 719 
the missionary monk set out on what was to be a very 
fruitful venture. He made converts by the thousands. 
Boniface was a man of action, but he was also sensitive 
to the feelings of those with whom he came in 
contact. His organizing genius and loyalty to Rome 
influenced Germany's Christianity for centuries. 


